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May is traditionally when the State Government hands down its 
budget for the next financial year. Each Member of Parliament 
has an opportunity to give a budget reply speech and to ask 
questions during estimates hearings. In my budget reply 
speech, which I gave on 5 June,  I raised a broad range of 
concerns across my portfolios areas. I expressed my concern 
that the 2019-20 budget does not reflect a move towards 
rebalancing our mental health system, as originally called for 
within the “Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and 
Other Drug Services Plan 2015–2025.” I also spoke about the 
continued uncertainty around a range of contracts, the lack of 
funding for important specialist services like a statewide 

transcultural mental health service, neuropsychiatry services, 
forensic mental health beds, and I again called for the money 
from the sale of Graylands to be quarantined for mental health 
rather than go into general revenue.  I welcomed the allocation 
of $3.6 million for recovery colleges and for the expansion of 
mental health co-response teams, and I spoke about the need 
for evaluations of suicide prevention programs.  

Disappointingly, the Government continues to underfund many 
important services, and I again called for more investment in 
prevention and early intervention across health, mental health 
and child protection. I raised the importance of continuity of 
support for people currently receiving disability services who 
will not be eligible for the NDIS, the need for support for 
students with disability and those at educational risk, funding 
for Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre, and for free TAFE.  

I spoke about the inadequacy of health and mental health 
services in prisons, the need for reform of youth justice and for 
the development of a whole of government FASD strategy, as 
well as the importance of ensuring our oversight agencies, like 
the Auditor General, Ombudsman and Inspector of Custodial 
Services, are funded appropriately. With only 60 minutes to 
speak there are many areas I was unable to cover. I will 
continue to use members’ statements and other parliamentary 
opportunities to draw attention to the significant ongoing gaps 
in funding for a range of important services and supports.   

Budget 2019-20: missed opportunities 

Standing up for workers at the annual May Day rally  

Celebrating the importance of LGBTIQ+  inclusion 
and diversity in the workplace with Pride WA 



Questions I asked in Parliament have revealed the deeply 
concerning fact that there are only 2 registered specialist 
addiction psychiatrists and 14 registered specialist addiction 
physicians employed in the entire Western Australian health 
system.  Even more worrying, these numbers equate to only 
0.9 full time equivalent of an addiction psychiatrist position, 
and 0.6 full time equivalent of an addiction physician 
position currently employed in public hospitals across the 
whole state. 

Clearly, psychiatrists and physicians play a vital role in 
treating addiction.  While the Government’s investment in the 
Meth Action Plan is welcome, they must not neglect the need 

for greater numbers of specialist addiction clinicians to 
improve timely access to treatment services for the many 
Western Australians with alcohol and other drug addictions.  
It is well established that once a person with an addiction 
makes the decision to seek help the speed at which they can 
access treatment has a direct bearing on the likelihood of a 
successful outcome. There is simply no hope of meeting 
demand with so few specialist addiction clinicians. Many 
people are entering our hospitals as a consequence of 
chronic addiction issues, yet once they are admitted to 
hospital there is little likelihood that they will receive 
appropriate support to help to begin to address the 
underlying issue – their addiction.  

Photo: At the Parliamentary Iftar dinner  

School attendance 

Shortage of addiction specialist clinicians  

Research has clearly demonstrated that every day a child 
misses school can have an ongoing impact on their learning. 
Since the Auditor General looked into this issue 2009, there 
have been a number of further reports about the steps the 
Department of Education can take to increase the attendance 
rates of WA school children. The most recent report, following 
an inquiry by the Public Accounts Committee, outlined a range 
of areas where we should be doing much better to manage 
poor school attendance. I am concerned that we are seeing 
increasing rates of suspensions and exclusions of students, 
rather than a focus on working to improve the attendance of 
vulnerable children. I recently asked in Parliament about the 
number of students whose whereabouts are unknown by the 
Department of Education (there are 969 children on this list 
currently) and was extremely disappointed to learn that the 
Department does not hold information about whether any of 
these children are known to youth justice services or child 
protection services.    

Urgent action needed on ear health 
I called on the Government to take immediate action to 
improve Aboriginal children’s ear health in the wake of a 
damning Auditor General’s report.  The World Health 
Organisation found that Aboriginal children have chronic ear 
infections at such high rates that it represents an urgent 
public health problem.  By contrast, overall Australian rates 
are amongst the lowest in the world.  It is disheartening to 
see how little progress has been made in improving 
Aboriginal children’s ear health, particularly when we know 
that the impacts of early hearing loss can be so far reaching. 
This is a well-defined issue, there has been a strategy in place 
to address it since 2017 and yet the Government does not 
seem able to effectively implement the strategy nor track the 
results.  
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In May I spoke to a motion in Parliament about the implementation of the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme in Western Australia.  There is no 
doubt that the NDIS as a reform is both welcome and overdue seeking 
equity of access and equity of outcome.  However it is clear that the 
implementation of the scheme is proving to be incredibly challenging.  And, 
there is still a long way to go - as of 31 March 2019 13,478 Western 
Australians have an approved NDIS plan – with projections for there to be a 
total of 39,000 people to be in the scheme within just over 12 months.    

During my contribution to the debate I spoke at length about the particular 
challenges faced by people with psychosocial disability.  A recently released 
report has shown that people who are currently being supported under other 
mental health programs are at risk of being left without any supports at all 
after these programs are rolled into the NDIS. 

It is clear that people with psychosocial disability are facing a number of 
barriers to access the NDIS including issues such as: doctor’s lack of 
understanding about how the NDIS works; the fluctuating nature of mental 
health; and the cost of gaining expert advice.  Unless some of the problems 
that have been identified are resolved there is a very real possibility that 
many people will lose access to their existing supports. 

The Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare recently released a Bulletin on 
Disability support services: services 
provided under the National Disability 
Agreement 2017-18.  The Bulletin is a 
salient reminder that while the NDIS is an 
enormous social and economic reform, it 
by no means is intended to replace all 

disability services required to effectively 
support people with disability and their 
families and carers in our communities.  
The report found that just under half of 
services currently being funding under 
the NDA will not be covered by the NDIS 
even after transition is complete.  It is 
imperative that the state government 

uphold its responsibilities in ensuring 
access to mainstream services, 
promoting an inclusive approach across 
all policies and programs and enabling all 
people with disability (even those not 
eligible for the NDIS) to fully participate in 
our communities. 

NDIS vital but does not detract from the need for other disability 
services 

WA Disability Support Awards  

I was privileged to attend the WA Disability Support 
Awards on 11 May. The awards provide a good opportunity 
to recognise those disability support workers who go over 
and above working in partnership with the people they 
support. One of the things that I found encouraging about 
the night was that so many of the people who are providing 
support made a big point of ensuring that the people they 
give support to, the people with disability, were there in 
partnership with them while they were lucky enough to be 
receiving those awards. In a number of instances, the 
people with disability were able to accept the awards on 
behalf of their support workers 
Photo: With Samantha Jenkinson, Executive Director of People with 
Disabilities WA  

National Disability Insurance Scheme 

At Suicide Speaks YDAN event with Jesse  Williams  
YDAN Executive Chair & Managing Director  



Trans young people live with a range of specific challenges and are 
in urgent need of targeted support. Knowing this, I am disappointed 
by the Government’s decision to not increase funding in this year’s 
budget to PICYS to expand their specialist homelessness service for 
Trans and Gender Diverse young people. PICYS has a long standing 
service agreement to provide a Household Network specialist youth 
homelessness service, and has for many years had recognition and 
expectation to intententionally focus on LGBTI young people. In 
putting together their proposal for additional funding they received 
endorsement for their proposal from a wide range of stakeholders. 
There is a clearly defined need, a widely endorsed plan to address 
the need and the presence of a reputable, experienced provider to 
implement the plan.  I raised my concerns in Parliament at the lack 
of action on this area of homelessness and will continue to do so. 

Perth Inner City Youth Service  (PICYS) 

Seniors and housing 
During a recent sitting in Parliament I spoke to a motion on stamp 
duty exemptions for retirees. I argued that while reviewing taxes is 
important, it is just one strategy and there needs to be a whole 
suite of measures to improve the housing situation for seniors.  If 
seniors are wanting to downsize they should be able to choose 
from a range of housing options that allows them to stay within 
their geographical community if they wish. Currently most of 
Australia’s housing stock is not meeting the demands of older 
Australians.  In WA, four out of five dwellings are separate houses, 
and more than one quarter of households aged 55 and over live in 
dwellings with three or more spare bedrooms.  Access to smaller 
dwellings is clearly important – and we must work with the building 
industry to adopt the standards of universal design for 
accessibility, adaptability and environmental sustainability for all 
residential construction. 

Improving integrity and transparency  
In May the Corruption and Crime Commission released a report about serious 
misconduct by an Department of Mines and Petroleum staff member, detailing 
how the public sector employee took advantage of her position by authorising 
payments to a company she was associated with for work which had not been 
carried out. The Commission opined that the employee engaged in serious 
misconduct by disclosing confidential documents to that private company. While 
the vast majority of public sector employees conduct their work with the utmost 
integrity, the Commission’s report demonstrates that this, sadly, is not always the 
case. As the Commission notes, this employee’s behaviour highlights the need for 
ongoing vigilance and oversight of procurement processes, even when relatively 
low amounts are involved. We still have a long way to go until we have all the 
necessary protections and policies to be assured that all decisions made by 
Government and the public service are undertaken with integrity and transparency. 
It is clear that this work, which includes reform of political donations legislation, 
should be an absolute priority. 

Parents with disability 
After being contacted by a stakeholder about the 
interaction between parents with intellectual disability 
and the child protection system I raised in parliament 
the need for these parents to be more adequately 
supported. Recent reports from around Australia have 
highlighted significant gaps in this area. The evidence 
clearly shows it is best for children to live with their 
family wherever possible – and we also know that 
there are nowhere near enough foster carers – so we 
need to ensure that we are only removing children 
from their families where this is absolutely necessary, 
and that this decision is not based on false 
assumptions, prejudice, lack of understanding or a 
lack of specialised support. 

At Change the Rules Photo credit: Kikei [dot] net photography  

Infrastructure WA bill 
The Legislative Council recently debated the Infrastructure 
Western Australia Bill 2019,  an important piece of 
legislation that seeks to establish a new body (called 
Infrastructure WA) to provide a strategic long term 
approach to planning large-scale infrastructure in our 
state. As the lead speaker on the Bill for the Greens I raised 
a range of concerns, including whether Infrastructure WA 
would bypass normal planning processes such as 
environmental approvals. There was extended debate on 
this and other issues, and amendments were passed to 
ensure both greater transparency and that normal 
processes are not overridden. I am hopeful that the 
establishment of this body will lead to improved 
infrastructure planning processes for WA.  



Part of my focus as the Greens spokesperson for animal 
welfare is working towards bringing an end to intensive factory 
farming.  I am beginning with a focus on hens and free ranges 
eggs. In Australia today billions of chickens live short 
miserable lives in tiny cages or crowded buildings where they 
never see the light of day. Sensitive beaks are burnt or cut and 
day old male chicks are ground up alive. Survive and your 
destiny is to share a perch in a shed with tens of thousands of 
your fellow birds in an unnatural, crowded and stressful 
environment.     

Industrial egg and poultry production in Australia continues to 
prioritise profits ahead of animal welfare.  Accordingly I am 
working towards: banning cage egg production; enforcing 
genuine free range standards; and improving food labelling 
laws. 

Government backs away from transcultural mental health services 
Western Australia is the most culturally 
diverse state in the country.  We know 
how difficult navigating the mental 
health system is, let alone with the 
additional challenges that may come 
with language and cultural differences.  
Because of this the Government’s 10 
year mental health and other drug plan 
called for the development of a service 

that would not only increase access to 
mainstream services but would also 
inform policy development to ensure 
that the mental health needs of 
culturally diverse communities are met.    

In this context I was dismayed to hear 
in response to my questions in 
Parliament that the Government would 
not be endorsing a proposal for a state-

wide service model that was put 
forward more than a year ago – nor 
would they be progressing a separate 
transcultural mental health service in 
any form.  Having come so far it is 
simply outrageous that the Government 
is going to walk away now.  I have 
called on the Government to reverse 
this decision. 

Renewed push to end intensive 
factory farming 

End greyhound muzzling laws 
petition 

Photo: Accepting the petition from Andrea and Alanna of 
Free the Hounds and dogs Max, Hope and Misty 

I was very pleased to table a petition in Parliament 
calling for an end to the greyhound muzzle laws.  
These laws are completely unnecessary and are not 
based on evidence.  Greyhounds do not pose a 
greater risk to the public than any other type of dog 
however the fact that they have to be muzzled 
means that people often assume that they do.  This 
misconception has ramifications for the rehoming 
of retired racing greyhounds, preventing many 
greyhounds from finding a new home. 



I recently spoke again in parliament about the issue of family 
and domestic violence (FDV), acknowledging that despite 
some welcome focus on this area by the McGowan 
Government, FDV is still occurring at crisis levels and 
significant gaps remain in support services. We know that 
there are not enough places available in refuges, and that 
there is a continuing lack of men’s behaviour change 
programs. The current waiting list for legal services is 
appallingly high in many areas. I also raised the lack of 
support services for Aboriginal and CALD women, as well as 
for women on temporary visas.  These are also issues I raised 
in my submission to inform the Government’s development of 
a 10 year strategy to reduce FDV. 

Speaking at the Australia Palestine 
Advocacy Network Nakba Day rally 

Family and domestic violence  

I have been responding to people’s 
concerns about a wide range of planning 
issues in the North Metropolitan Region 
since I took my seat. The planning bodies 
that have raised concern with constituents 
include both Landcorp and the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
(MRA). I spoke in Parliament about my 
disquiet at a joined body with the powers 
and secrecy habit of the MRA combining 
with the culture of tick-and-flick public 
consultation of Landcorp. I will be 
continuing to watch this combined body 
carefully. 

Landcorp 

Photo: Federal election campaigning Youth justice 
Questions I have recently asked in Parliament revealed more disappointing 
information about youth justice services, including: that a staggering 82% 
of young people released from detention returned to either sentenced 
detention or adult custody within five years; that around one in five children 
currently in child protection residential care had at least one period of youth 
justice detention while in care, and; that 23 out of 101 regional youth justice 
services (RYJS) positions are vacant. RYJS play a vital role in diverting 
young people from the criminal justice system and supporting at-risk young 
people and their families to reduce offending in the community. These 
crucial services cover a huge area across our north and mid-west regions. 
When positions are unfilled, staff are left with unacceptably high workloads 
and significant pressure. I urged the Government to prioritise filling these 
positions.  

I also uncovered  that 209 children have been held overnight (63 of these 
for more than one night, and two for as many as four nights) in regional 
police lockups in WA since September 2018. A police lock-up is no place for 
a child. This is happening for reasons including no appropriate transport 
being available, difficulties contacting parents, and a lack of appropriate 
accommodation. The situation is not only unfair to the child, but also puts 
unnecessary pressure on regional police. I urged the Government to 
prioritise addressing these appalling gaps. 

Sex Offenders Register 
I recently provided a submission into the Standing Committee on 

Environment and Public Affairs’ inquiry about the mandatory 

registration of children and young people on the Sex Offenders 

Register. I am particularly concerned about the registration of 

young people for comparatively minor offences where they do not 

pose a risk to other children. I believe a discretionary approach by 

the courts, which takes account of the characteristics of individual 

cases, would reduce the unfair impact of current provisions. This 

is an important inquiry and one I hope will lead to much-needed 

reform. 



ABC office raids by the AFP 

I am among the many Australians horrified about the 
recent AFP raids on ABC offices, and the implications 
these actions have for the freedom of our 
independent press. I raised in parliament my deep 
concerns about the prospect of government 
interference in the media, and the importance of the 
protection of whistle-blowers. The idea that the 
ability and capacity of the independent press to 
uncover serious wrongdoings and corruption will be 
limited deeply concerns me and is something I will 
continue to speak out about. 

Health of Gorgon workers 
must come first 

I was outraged to hear allegations that the 
Government is failing to hold Chevron to 
account for exposing its workers to toxic 
chemicals on the Gorgon LNG project. It is 
now two years since the Project I began, I 
dread to think the degree to which workers 
may have been exposed to toxic substances 
over that time.  Allowing Chevron another 
year to get its house in order is ludicrous.  
Under no circumstances should the 
Government be risking worker’s safety just to 
ensure project operations are not interrupted. 

At May Day 2019 (International Workers Day) Photo credit: Kikei [dot] net 
photography  

Parliamentary Friends of 
Refugees  
As a co-convenor of the Parliamentary Friends 
of Refugees group, I was very pleased to host 
parliamentary forum for refugees, advocates 
and MPs from all parties to meet and discuss 
issues around access to healthcare. Many 
asylum seekers on temporary visas do not 
have access to Medicare and may also have 
very limited income and/or no working rights. 
Access to a range of essential health care 
services is often beyond their financial reach. 
Issues like these are often not widely 
understood in the community and as such the 
lunch provided a valuable opportunity to 
increase awareness among MPs.  

WorkSafe has finally laid charges two and a half years after 
teenage construction worker Wesley Ballantine died at work.  
Wesley was killed after he fell 12 metres through a void in the 
roof of a work site.  This is an unacceptably long period of time 
for charges to be laid and there still may yet be a case for the 
police to also investigate Wesley’s death further.  My thoughts 
are with Wesley’s family who have suffered an immeasurable 
loss.  I will continue to support calls from Wesley’s mother 
Regan Ballantine to improve worker safety laws including by 
introducing the offence of industrial manslaughter into the 
Criminal Code.  

Charges finally laid over teenager’s 
death at work 



I was appalled that I was very nearly 
unable to find the State Records Office in 
the budget papers this year. This 
essential transparency, accountability 
and history-keeping body has been 
starved of funds ever since its inception 
as part of the response to the WA Inc 
Royal Commission. The State Records 
Office has been under sustained 

pressure to the point where it has been 
subsumed into “Corporate and Asset 
Infrastructure Support to the Culture and 
Arts Portfolio and Government” and the 
service of “State Information 
Management and Archival Services” has 
disappeared entirely. This is, the 
Government says, due to difficulties in 
measuring agency performance against 

KPIs. I have asked several questions 
about the activities the State Records 
Commissions says are urgently needed, 
but have not been funded and I will 
continue to push for the State Records 
Office to be funded appropriately as an 
essential Integrity of Government 
measure.  

I was delighted to see funding allocated to finally start 
working on the redevelopment of the East Perth Power 
Station site. The plans for an amazing public precinct 
have been languishing for years and the site has been 
empty for decades. With the urgent need to slow Perth’s 
expansion into our precious remaining bushland, it is 
essential that this central, riverside location be 
sensitively redeveloped to include heritage public space, 
connectivity to the river, a range of accommodation 
options and plenty of appropriate businesses. 

East Perth power station 

I feel very strongly about using the 
opportunity provided when people are in 
prison to address their health and 
mental health concerns. This not only 
saves our public health system in the 
long run, it also has a significant impact 
on addressing the underlying causes of 
criminal behaviour. The Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare recently 
released a comprehensive report 
providing further evidence of the 
significant, complex and largely unmet 

health needs of prisoners. Prisoners are 
among those with the poorest health in 
our country, yet they continue to be 
denied access to Medicare while in 
prison, and to the level and quality of 
health care available to the general 
population.  

I have raised this issue on many 
occasions in parliament and continue to 
be frustrated by the lack of response 
from the Minister for Corrective Services. 
Answers to my recent questions 

revealed that the WA State Government 
has allocated no funds in the 2019-20 
budget to address understaffing of 
prison counselling and mental health 
services. The Government’s lack of 
action is particularly appalling given that 
the state coroner recently identified 
‘critical shortfalls’ in these essential 
mental health services, and 
recommended the Department of 
Justice take ‘urgent steps’ to recruit 
more staff.  

Photo: At the May Day Rally 

Prison health and mental health services 

State Records Office budget 

Oversight of child protection services 
In my sixth speech to Parliament about the Coroner’s 
report of her inquest into Aboriginal child suicides in the 
Kimberley I focused on the child protection system. In four 
of the 13 deaths investigated by the Coroner, she made 
adverse comments about the Department of Child 
Protection and Family Support, finding a deficiency or 
failing in the department’s actions. Child protection 
services potentially have an important role to play in 
preventing suicide by young people, and therefore it is very 
distressing to read the Coroner’s findings of significant 

failings in this area. The grave concern I have is that if the 
coroner had not looked into these cases, how would we 
know that these failings were occurring? The only way we 
know that we have seriously failed to protect and support 
children is when a case hits the headlines, which is 
invariably for tragic reasons. As I noted in Parliament, the 
Coroner’s findings, therefore, provide further evidence of 
why we need independent oversight of child protection 
services.  



Aboriginal youth suicide 
The Government has released its preliminary response to the 
Coroner’s Inquest into Aboriginal youth suicide in the Kimberley 
and the Message Stick Inquiry into Aboriginal suicide.  I am 
particularly heartened to see the Government’s recognition of 
the need for Aboriginal people and communities to lead this 
process and to break down silos and to address the 
intergenerational effects of colonisation.  The rate of suicide in 
Aboriginal communities is an indictment on successive 
Governments. It is distressing to consider that it has taken until 
now, when we are at crisis point, for action of this level. I cannot 
emphasise enough that in addition to being Aboriginal-led this 
process must be backed with adequate resourcing and 
bipartisan commitment or it will run the risk of going the same 
way as the 40 previous reports and 700 recommendations 
made into Aboriginal suicide over the last twenty years or so. I 
have now repeatedly raised the implications of the report in 
Parliament. 

Meth action plan 
The Government recently released their response to the 
Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce’s recommendations. A 
motion was subsequently moved in Parliament in recognition of how 
seriously the Government is taking this issue.  I used the opportunity to 
applaud the government for investing in prevention and early 
intervention programs, as well as harm reduction measures such as 
needle exchange programs. This is simply good public health policy and 
it is encouraging to see action in this space.   

However, although additional funding is absolutely welcome and this 
investment recognises the valued role that our alcohol and other drugs 
sector is playing, there are not nearly enough services to meet 
community demand.  The situation is even worse for people living in the 
regions. Because there are already far fewer alcohol and other drug 
services in the regions, it means that our regional public hospitals are 
playing an even greater role than their metropolitan counterparts at the 
forefront of presentations by people who have serious addiction. I am 
very concerned that this is the current situation in Western Australia, 
particularly considering that we still have per capita the highest rate of 
meth use in this country. 

‘Beyond the Emergency’ Report 

Photo: Federal election campaigning 

Research commissioned by Beyond 
Blue and Movember released this 
month has found that suicide 
behaviour among men could be a 
staggering three times higher than 
what was previously understood.  This 
research also found that a shocking 
42% of ambulance attendances were 

to men re-presenting to ambulance 
services, with 7.4% re-presenting 10 
times or more.  This clearly shows that 
the system isn’t working.  These men 
are presenting over and over again yet 
we are doing nothing to resolve the 
underlying reasons for their distress.  
This research gives us greater insight 

into the nature and scale of the mental 
health crisis in Australia.  It is time for 
action.  We know what we need to do 
in WA.  We have a widely endorsed 
mental health and other drugs plan 
that outlines the steps we need to 
take. 

Photo:  Celebrating May Day 



Alison’s committees 
The Joint Standing Committee overseeing 
the Corruption and Crime Commission: 
The Committee’s inquiry into public 
sector procurement of goods and 
services continues. Hearings have 
recently been held with the Department of 
Health, Department of Finance and Main 
Roads WA.  

The Parliamentary Inquiry into alternate 
approaches to addressing illicit drug use 
(Chair): The Committee has had the 
opportunity to hear about approaches 
taken in other jurisdictions. We continue 
to take evidence from service providers 
and other experts. Hearings have recently 
been held with the National Drug 
Research Institute, Public Health 
Association of Australia,  Sycamore Tree 
Project/Doors Wide Open and the Alcohol 
and Other Drug Consumer Coalition. We 
also had a two-day visit to Geraldton and 
surrounding districts speaking to 
witnesses.  
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Bills debated by Alison  
Child Support (Commonwealth Powers) 
Bill 2018 

Consumer Protection Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2018 

Pay-roll Tax Assessment Amendment Bill 
2019 

Infrastructure Western Australia Bill 2019 

Electoral Amendment (Ticket Voting and 
Associated Reforms) Bill 2019   

Public Health Amendment (Immunisation 
Requirements for Enrolment) Bill 2019  

Bail Amendment (Persons Linked to 
Terrorism) Bill 2018  

Budget estimates 
The budget estimates hearings provide an opportunity to unpick some of the 
detail of the Government’s proposed spending for the coming year and into the 
forward estimates. Only select agencies are called for hearings, and this year I 
was pleased to have an opportunity to question the Government’s funding 
commitments across WA Health, Mental Health Commission, Disability 
Services, Child Protection, Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, 
Department of Education, Department of Premier and Cabinet, Training and 
Workforce Development, and the Construction Training Fund. I asked a range 
of questions during these time-limited hearings and also submitted questions 
on notice to agencies that were not called. My office will spend the next few 
weeks going through the responses with stakeholders and I will also use the 
information in my work over the coming year.     

During the early June parliamentary sitting period I was also pleased to call on 
the debate on my Bill to abolish ticket voting.  Members from both the Liberals 
and the Liberal Democrats spoke on the Bill.  The Liberals indicated their 
support for the reforms that I have put forward.  The Liberal Democrats 
however spoke against the Bill.  We ran out of time before someone from Labor 
could speak, however I understand they are unlikely to support the Bill despite 
independent experts in electoral reform backing the Bill.  Consequently it looks 
like Western Australia will be not be returning control of the flow of preferences 
back to voters any time soon unless there is a concerted effort to have the 
Government revisit their decision. 

Ticket voting and associated reforms 
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