Support from across the
political divide for drug
use to be treated as a
health issue
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I was delighted to table the completed work of my Select
Committee inquiring into evidence-based approaches to
reducing harm from illicit drug use at the end of November.
More than 13 months of hard effort has gone into hearings
and gathering evidence of different approaches around the
world.
I am pleased and proud that this report is a consensus report,
no mean feat, and all parties involved agreed with the findings
and the recommendations arising from those findings. The
questions the Committee tried to answer were whether it is
helpful or effective to criminalise people who may be
suffering from a drug disorder and in need of treatment, and
whether it is appropriate to criminalise people for nonproblem drug use that does not harm others.

Delivering the report to media outside Parliament House
The evidence showed that illicit drug use should be
treated as a health not a criminal issue, not a surprise
for Greens voters, but satisfying that the evidence
clearly demonstrated this.

The report also contains

numerous other provisions around harm reduction as
well as early intervention and prevention.
As a Committee we made 46 recommendations and I
believe that you will find them all eminently sensible.
The report can be found on the Committee’s website, or
through a link from the Alcohol and Other Drugs
portfolio on my website. www.bit.ly/20SRjXl
With my fellow committee members
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and practices in WA. Over the coming
year I aim to follow up the issue of the
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November, I am incredibly pleased that
greyhounds in WA will now no longer be
required to wear muzzles in public. This is

Last month we debated the motion I
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Climate change a key focus
LNG Motion: I brought a motion to the Parliament
for our Government to acknowledge the climate
harm that increasing LNG production will cause.
Western Australia is the only state whose emissions
have risen since the 2005 baseline and we are one
of three states whose emissions have been
increasing in the last few years. In every case, this is
due to the expansion of the LNG industry.

We

effectively have 12 years to halve our emissions
from current levels on our way to net zero by 2050.
This is the consensus opinion of climate scientists
and acknowledged as the path we need to take by
policy experts around the world. Instead, the WA
government is actively seeking to expand the LNG
industry, and to lock us into producing more and
more greenhouse gas emissions through until 2070.
Disappointingly, but unsurprisingly, I and my Greens
colleagues were the only Members of Parliament to
vote for the motion – all of the rest of the Legislative
Council voted to continue down the path of pushing
LNG

pollution

into

our

atmosphere

for

the

foreseeable future.
Legislated carbon targets: I spoke strongly in
support of the Greens motion to legislate carbon
targets. We’ve already seen numerous countries,
states, cities and even large companies give
themselves binding carbon targets. 16% of the

At my Parliamentary Greens colleague Tim Clifford’s climate change forum
world’s economy is already bound by hard targets. The WA
Government’s refusal to commit to binding targets is another
demonstration of their refusal to see and understand the urgent need for
action on climate change.

Youth Justice
Legislation
I spoke once again in Parliament
about the Government’s failure to
act to reform the state’s broken
youth justice system.
It has been close to three years
since

WA

Labor’s

pre-election

commitment to make significant
changes

and

nothing

we

have

but

seen

extensive

backpedalling on any assurances
that the Young Offenders Act will
be reviewed.
Australia is disappointingly out of
step with the rest of the world in
how we treat young people in our
justice system.

Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill passes the Upper House
On the final day of Parliament for this year the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill passed the

The then Department of Corrective

Upper House. This legislation has been decades in the making, with the Greens first

Services released a Green Paper in

introducing a VAD Bill back in 2002 and again in 2010.

2016 which highlighted multiple
issues in our system including
significant over-representation of
Aboriginal children and young
people; high rates of return to

These last several months of VAD debate have been both a rewarding and challenging
process. I do not take legislation that is a matter of life and death lightly and wanted to
ensure we were doing everything we possibly could to protect the rights of people with
disability, older Australians, people with mental illness and Aboriginal Australians.

detention within five years; and a

I listened to all sides of the debate and considered every single amendment with the utmost

high proportion of young people

thought and care, in the hopes of crafting safe legislation that would give patients the choice

un-sentenced in detention.

to end their suffering when their lives are coming to an end. The VAD Bill passed the Upper

Other significant issues with the

House 24 votes to 11.

current regime include a lack of

I’d like to express my gratitude to every person who contacted me to share their thoughts on

clarity

around

the

use

of

confinement and isolation, and
low rates of access to diversion
mechanisms.

this extremely important legislation. A special thanks to my dear friend, Margo Beilby, a
longtime VAD campaigner and community activist who has helped make Voluntary Assisted
Dying a reality in Western Australia.

I continue to advocate for raising
the age of criminal responsibility –
detaining children who are 10
years old (year 4) in maximum
security facilities is destabilising
and harmful.
Detention should always be a last
resort, and we need an increased
availability

of

alternatives

to

detention for young offenders.

At the WA Mental Health Conference 2019

Whipping of race
horses must be

stopped
In late November I made a statement
in Parliament condemning excessive
whipping in horse racing and echoing
the community’s call to ban whips
altogether.
The current rules of racing in Australia
state that a rider cannot use the whip
more than five times before the 100metre mark, but the whip can be used
as often as the jockey likes in the final
100 metres. Horses can also be
slapped on the shoulder with a whip as
long as the jockey’s hand stays on the
reins.

Excessive

whipping

was

a

serious issue after the 2018 Melbourne
Cup, which resulted in a number of
jockeys being issued with paltry fines
for their disregard of the rules.
Horse whipping has already been
outlawed in Norway, and California has
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initiated bans on whipping except

Victory as gentle greyhounds unmuzzled

when the horse or rider is in danger.

I was so pleased in November when the Government committed to changing the
law that currently requires pet greyhounds to be muzzled in public. I have written
submissions, tabled petitions and spoken in the media and at community functions
about the impact unnecessary muzzling has on the ability of these gorgeous dogs
to retire to forever-homes after racing. We expect that the laws will be introduced

The tide is turning on this issue and
our community has made it clear that
we will not tolerate cruelty to animals.
The beating of horses belongs in the
bin of history.

next year and finalised shortly thereafter.

Inquiry into wage theft welcomed
I am hopeful that plans to amend Industrial

In a very welcome move the

businesses, from the Commonwealth

McGowan

has

Bank and Michael Hill jewellers to

a

Bunnings, Subway and Woolworths.

comprehensive plan to address

According to research, up to a

wage theft. Earlier this month in

quarter of WA workers were being

deliberately underpay their employees.

Parliament I raised my concerns

underpaid by 23 percent, potentially

about how rife the issue of wage

costing employees $186 million in

I will continue to monitor the actioning of

theft is here in Western Australia.

lost wages each year.

Hardly a week went by this year in

While there is a large role here for the

which we did not hear about yet

federal government, I am pleased

another wage theft scandal.

that the WA government is taking

Government

recently

released

It is a systemic and ingrained
problem that has been identified
across

many

sectors

and

action

to

combat

and knowledge of employment conditions
will

hold

accountable

those

who

these strategies and ensure that the
government sends a clear message that

wage

theft

following the recommendations of
the Inquiry into Wage Theft in
Western Australia.

Relations laws and increase awareness

wage theft will not be tolerated.

Once again proud to March
with the Greens to celebrate
Pride! A wonderful night was
had by all and I could not
have been prouder of the
Greens unveiling a protest
banner during the march.

Pride at Parliament
I was delighted to co-ordinate the annual Pride at Parliament event this
year with my co-hosts from across
the political spectrum. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the
great strides that have been made
towards achieving equality for our
LGTBQI+ over the last 30 years – with
the note that there are still several
areas in which much improvement
still needs to be made.

Medicare for prisoners
During the recent sitting of Parliament I

denied access to Medicare funded

asked again about the government’s

services, resulting in diminished health

progress

and mental health outcomes at great

in

lobbying

the

Federal

Government to grant access to Medicare
to people incarcerated in prisons and
juvenile detention centres.

cost to the state.
Prisoners and detainees often have
complex

health

the

illness

and

prevalence

women

people

recurring substance abuse is extremely

incarcerated in WA prisons and Banksia

high. These have been identified as

134

young

mental

and

It is concerning that 6,092 men, 684
and

of

needs

central

factors

contributing

to

offending and particularly recidivism.
Granting access to Medicare makes
sense for health and mental health
outcomes and I will continue to
advocate for this – all Australians
should have access to Medicare, no
matter where in Australia they are.

Hill Juvenile Detention Centre are still

Police strip searching
I was astounded to learn recently through questioning in
Parliament that police strip-searches during a custody episode
have risen over 60% in the past five years - with 35,484 people in
WA strip searched last financial year. Alarmingly, strip-searches of
people under 18 are up by 37%, and Aboriginal women comprise
over half of all women strip searched. We know that this practice
is a serious intrusion of a person’s privacy and dignity – without a
legal justification they would be considered an assault. They are
particularly traumatic for victims of sexual violence, people with
mental health issues and children.
Given the potential to cause harm, it is concerning that there is
little accountability, transparency or information available to the
public about how, when and why police use strip searches. As
Greens spokesperson for government integrity I will continue to
advocate for the reduction of the use of strip-searches by WA
police, and will call on the government to prioritise improving
transparency and accountability in this area.

At the launch of the Bankwest Curtin Economic Centre ‘s
latest report— Finding a Place to Call Home: Immigration in
Australia

TAFE Student
Management
System
I have been following up on the
issue of the TAFE SMS rollout
which was so disastrous this
time last year. The Government
is assuring me that everything
is fine but this is not what
people who contact my office
are saying. If you work at TAFE
and are having ongoing issues
with the SMS please feel free to
contact my office.
Photo left: At the 16 Days in WA—
Stop Violence Against Women
campaign launch

Annual report hearings: Education, Justice and Communities
In early November the Departments

actions the Department has taken

of

and

with

the

attendance, the impact of the

Standing Committee on Estimates

violence action plan on these

and Financial Operations for the 2018

students, and support for students

-19 Annual Report hearings. These

with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

Education,

Communities

hearings

Justice

came

provide

before

an

important

opportunity to ask the Minister and
staff about the Department’s work
over the past year.
During

Department

regards

to

addressing

Education

hearings I focused my attention on at

In addition to questions about placements
and accommodation arrangements for
children in care, I asked the Department of
Communities about Earlier Intervention and
Family Support Programs, Target 120, and

I asked the Department of Justice

about the outcomes from the Breathing

about

Space male perpetrator programs.

historical

homosexual

convictions, family violence law
reform including proposed non-

of

diversion programs.

fatal

strangulation

laws,

the

national redress scheme and court

As the portfolio holder I have many other
questions which time would not allow me
to ask so these questions have been put on
notice.

-risk students, including asking about

Swan River Health
I spoke in Parliament once again about the health of
our Swan River and the sustained pressure faced by
its vulnerable population of Bottlenose Dolphins.
This year, too many dolphins died from disease and
mismanagement. It is beyond belief that the
government maintains that there is no link between
pollutant levels and dolphin deaths, despite scientific
evidence to the contrary.
Efforts to clean up our rivers are being hampered by
gaps in monitoring, planning, and poor land and river
use. This is only exacerbated by the impacts of a
changing climate. We cannot keep implementing
Band-Aid solutions that simply attempt to treat the
symptoms of a deteriorating environment. Our rivers
are merely on life support and this fragile ecosystem
remains at serious risk unless our river protection
strategy adequately addresses the root causes of its
deteriorating environment.

National Disability

fragile in the sector, that 76 per cent

needs such as early childhood,

Insurance Scheme

of providers received requests for

behaviour intervention, specialist

services that they were not able to

disability

provide, and the same percentage

CALD/Aboriginal participants falling

of providers were worried that they

through the cracks. These are

would not be able to provide NDIS

issues I raised in a statement to

services at current prices.

Parliament in November.

– Sector Report
The National Disability Insurance
Scheme

recently

released

its

annual “State of the Disability
Sector Report”. While there were
some welcome improvements from
last year’s report, I was dismayed to
learn that financial stability remains

We

know

the

market

accommodation

and

cannot

It is essential that we continue to

respond to everyone’s needs unless

closely scrutinise the NDIS rollout

there is some sort of government

and

intervention. We are continuing to

addressed as they arise.

see people with more complex

that

service

gaps

are

Sisters Inside

The event I attended once again focussed on the impact of
fine default and the experiences of women who may already
have been struggling financially to hold their families together
while inside.
Sisters Inside provide both practical support and strong
advocacy for policies that ensure women in prison are treated
with dignity and respect and provided with opportunities to
gain skills, experience and education to get the best possible
start upon re-entry to the mainstream community.

With Debbie Kilroy OAM , Jay and Dr John Byrne (Equal
Opportunity Commissioner )
Sisters inside is a unique organisation founded by Debbie
Kilroy OAM. It is focussed on the human rights of women in
prison and their children and families. Importantly and
uniquely, it is run by former female prisoners who know on a
deep and personal level what it is like to be imprisoned.
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At the WACOSS pre-budget submission launch

Access to Justice
Animal Welfare
Alcohol and Other Drugs
Children and Youth
Community Services
Consumer Protection
Corrective Services
Democracy for Sale
Disability
Education
Electoral Affairs
Gambling
Family and Domestic Violence
Fair and Transparent Government
Jobs for the Future
Health
Industrial Relations
Law and Order
Mental health and Suicide Prevention
Multicultural Affairs
Older Australians
Public Sector
Sexuality and Gender Diversity
Training and Workforce Development
Volunteering
Women
Worker Safety

Alison’s committees
Parliamentary

Inquiry

into

Alternate

Approaches to addressing illicit drug use
(Chair)
The committee has now finalised its work,
tabling its final report – “Help, not
handcuffs: Evidence-based approaches to
reducing harm from illicit drug use” – in
November. The report, which is available
on the WA Parliament website, makes 96
findings and 46 recommendations.
Joint

Standing

Committee

on

the

Corruption and Crime Commission
The report of the inquiry into public sector
procurement of goods and services and its
vulnerability to corrupt practice is due early
next year. The recent alleged events within
the Department of Communities has
served to highlight how important this
inquiry is.
The inquiry into the Western Australian
Corruption

and

Crime

Commission’s

oversight

of

police

misconduct

investigations, particularly allegations of
excessive

use

of

force,

is

ongoing.

Hearings will commence in the new year.

